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Eugene Willging 


Fish, Hamilton. The Challenge World Communism. 
Bruce. June 25, 1946. 224p. $2.50. 


With good reason are all loyal Americans seriously con- 
cerned about Russia. For Russia means Communism and 
Communism the sworn enemy democracy. During 
the last four years the recent war expediency dictated 
between these warring ideologies and there was 
sanguine hope that their common victory might result 
permanent peace. But victory has revealed more clearly 
than ever before the ineluctable conflict between their 
opposing philosophies. Toward Communism democracy 
must have definite and dynamic policy firmly grounded 
upon Christian principles. Any book that will aid Ameri- 
cans defining this policy will worth its weight gold. 


1930 Hamilton Fish was appointed chairman con- 
gressional committee investigate Communist activities 
and propaganda the United States. Under his leader- 
ship many investigations were conducted; and 1931 
volumes testimony were assembled and published. Few 
but research students, however, ever find their way 
through congressional reports and hence Mr. Fish has 
decided present the most important facts this popular 
book. For his conviction that “the surest and best way 
combat the spread Communism free America 
present the facts and inform our people about its 
fundamental principles and its 


Wisely the author has brought his investigations up-to-date 
and has not confined himself exclusively Communist 
activities the United States. One chapter devoted 
Communism movement aimed world domina- 
tion and another “Communism vs. Religion”. This 
chapter will interest Catholics because manifestly 
demonstrates that there can compromise between 
Christianity and Communism. additional chapters 
describes the results his personal studies concerning 


Communism Europe, Latin America and China. Un- 
fortunately experience does not qualify judge 
the accuracy his individual assertions. may well 
that, one critic complained, the Fish Committee “raided 
Baltimore warehouse and discovered few crates 
lettuce” but general will give you the impression 
honest reporting. 


Hamilton Fish well known ardent Republican, 
isolationist, American nationalist, bitter enemy 
Franklin Roosevelt and Willkie; and lamentable that 
has marred this book interjecting his personal preju- 
dices and partisan politics. sees red every time that 
thinks F.D.R. and the New Deal, and open 
debate whether the red that sees necessarily the red 
Communism. has use for the C.I.O. and the 
P.A.C. but altogether accurate blame the Com- 
munists the for all the current strikes? Did the 
start the coal and the railroad strikes which did 
the nation incomparably more harm than the automobile 
and the steel shutdowns? 


Catholics who read this book must warned against 
the author’s isolationism. not good Cath- 
olic doctrine and has been criticized the Popes. 
his chapter Communism China Fish states that 
Russia supporting the Chinese that the 
Daily Worker wants Americans “demand the removal 
all American troops from China”. Yet despite the 
obvious Communistic interference China, Fish’s isola- 
tionism leads him support the same queer policy the 
Daily Worker and write: “The American people are 
wondering and asking why American troops are interfer- 
ing Chinese domestic controversies. Why are using 
American transports carry Chinese Nationalists 
Manchuria instead bringing our own troops home? 
Why are intervening the internal affairs the 


Chinese and using the same interventionist tactics that 
involved World War Let get out China. 
Let give China back the Chinese.” Where have 
heard this propaganda before? Comrade Molotov 
could not better job. 


imperative today awaken Americans the perils 
Communism. is, however, far more necessary—and 
infinitely more explain them how they can 
meet the challenge Communism. fill Americans 
with dread Communism easy task. But mere 
fear Communism will never make the world safe for 
democracy. This fact recognized Fish because near 
the end his book has written: “Our efforts combat 
Communism will mean very little and solve almost noth- 
ing not eliminate the conditions upon which 
Communism feeds and thrives”. But the author has 
spent too little time and too little effort expounding 
Americans how the United States and the democratic 
nations can eliminate the conditions upon which Com- 
munism feeds and thrives. This the mortal weakness 
his book. will lead you fear Communism but 
will give you constructive proposals for employing dem- 
ocratic dynamism overcome the menace Com- 
munism. 
Harry Koenig, 


Mundelein, Illinois 


Book the Month Club--- July Selection 


Sharp, Margery. Britannia Mews. Little, Brown. June 


25, 1946. 378p. $2.75. 


The author Cluny Brown, The Nutmeg Tree, and The 
Stone Chastity different mood this her latest 
novel. Just what the thesis central significance the 
new book may hard determine, unless Miss Sharp 
trying prove again that you can’t keep good woman 
down. Even then the reader must interpret the adjective 
satisfy his own taste. 


The story follows the fortunes Adelaide Culver through 
some eighty years. When 1880, the Culver family 
moved from Albion Palace, London, one reason for their 
going lay the fact that Britannia Mews, built house 
the carriage horses, coachmen and their dependents, con- 
nected with the grand houses front, was already slip- 
ping into slum. Adelaide was fifteen then, not-too- 
pretty, intelligent only daughter English 
publisher. When she came back the Mews, some six 
years later, the wife her drawing master follow- 
ing elopement which she had hurled herself the 
dissolute young wastrel, the Mews had completely meta- 
morphosed into filthy refuge for blackmailers, drunkards, 
wife-beaters, and worse. Her married life was brief, cul- 
minated when the height quarrel she pushed her 
husband from her and fell his death the cobble- 
stones below. Then followed petty blackmail hideous 
old neighbor who had seen the act and who swore the 
coroner’s inquest that the tragedy was accident. From 
blackmail and from the increasing hardening her own 
character she was rescued gentleman-drunk, trained 
for the law and making livelihood addressing en- 
velopes, who being married already simply moved into 
her flat, assumed her husband’s name, and there lived out 
life amity and concord with the girl and his neigh- 
OTs. 


Stern 


SELLER 


Luckily, both Adelaide’s circumstances and those Br. 
tannia Mews were surprisingly improved the sole 
quest her husband made her, basket puppets had 
made years before France. Using these, she and 
successor started modest scale puppet theatre 
the Mews. This caught immediately, and after 
War had sufficient attraction for postwar 
cause them frequent the place numbers. time 
extensive alterations made the Mews fashionable ad. 
dress. And before Adelaide died her nineties, she 
become famous person, had given employment 
brother and solved the problems life for her younge 
second cousin. 


The book very readable and its reminiscences 
Victorian life and London during World Wars 
very enjoyable. The characters are types who respond 
jerkily when their cues for wilfulness, stubbornness, hard. 
ness, fond pride, sycophancy, etc., etc., are called 
author. The plot old, old one. Why the write 
felt incorporate her little jab the Car 
melites (cf. 293) little mysterious. Happiest 
ture all, perhaps, the book’s timing: its publication 
just right for the summer trade. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Stern, The Reasonable 
28, 1946. 287p. $3.00. 


This novel the torments, joys and doubts the adoles 
cent years Gladys Stern’s thirty-fifth book. The 
owes its origin these lines from The Tempest: 


Macmillan. 


“Their understanding 
Begins swell, and the approaching tide 
Will shortly fill the reasonable 


” 


“The reasonable shores” approaching maturity furnish 
the book’s raison d’etre. The setting England 
the years World War II, and the action moves from 
St. Angela’s school Corderoys, home the Blake family 
the country near London. 


Although the book well plotted, the mood 
Blake, the central character, more important than the 
action. Jessamy confronted with the necessity doing 
something help her family after her mother runs awaj 
with artist, and her brother Harry leaves home 
enlist the British army against his father’s wishes 
Philip Blake, father the family, quiet, introspective 
man who withdrew from life bitterness following 
accident which cut short his career hero during the 


first World War. 


Throughout the course the story Jessamy the pro 
tagonist, her uncle Lionel the antagonist. Lionel 
middle-aged author who takes excellent care his health 
and not above finding material for his vignettes 
brother-in-law’s uses the excuse his 
sister’s elopement sub-let his apartment London 
move Corderoys; his intention save rental fees and 
gain the adultation his nieces and nephews, 
larly Jessamy. But she, with the discerning gaze youth, 
appraises his facade eighteenth century 
rejects his overtures. 
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mood largely determined through the influ- 
ence the role Ariel The Tempest, role which she 
relinquishes order return Corderoys and assume 
the task managing the disorganized 
lieving that disastrous events threes, Jessamy sac- 
her part The Tempest prevent third disaster 
the Blake family. From that moment she Ariel, 
quality and her decisions. 


tries gather the Blake household about her, 
envying all the while the apparently happy Morgan clan 
nearby, wishing that she had been born Morgan. She 
pits the strength her determination against her uncle 
Lionel and succeeds thwarting several his schemes. 
But Lionel who manages bring two his friends, 
Frau Baronin Hertha-Luise and her daughter Hilda, 
live Corderoys refugees from the bombing London. 
Too late does Jessamy realize that Uncle Lionel has ob- 
tained two more ardent admirers his talents. 


sacrificing her radio set Lionel’s passion for peace 
and quiet, Jessamy manages avert the threatened third 
disaster which hangs over her brother Ginger’s head. But 
she unable keen Ronni Morgan’s heart inviolate for 
Harry’s return when Ronni announces that she will marry 
doctor soon obtains divorce. Jessamy’s eyes 
are opened when she realizes that she has idealized the 
whole Morgan family; “the reasonable shores” are ap- 
proaching. surprise Harry returns, bringing his 
bride Sue with him. When lessamy recovers from siege 
influenza, she finds that Sue has the smooth, 
and adored centre the Jessamy’s 
sacrifices have been discounted her family. Finding 
that she stands the way achieving solidaritv the 
home front, Jessamy leaves home and goes London. 
There her troubles are apparently resolved chance 
encounter which seems altogether too pat way re- 


The mood Ariel sets the pace the story. Stern 
unusually discerning perceiving the yearnings the 
adolescent heart. This novel strongly reminiscent 
characterization Cronin’s The Green Years. Uncle 
Lionel will recognized the dilettante life well 
literature. The reader may find some Stern’s 
stylistic idiosyncrasies hindrance easy reading: two 
these are the device intruding too manv parenthetical 
remarks description and dialogue, and the habit 
writing some the longest, most involved sentences 
contemporary literature. The Reasonable Shores rec- 
ommended without reservation for general reading, for 
teachers, for classes adolescent psvchology and for all 
those who are concerned with the problems youth. 


Gertrude Horgan, 
Incarnate Word College, 
San Antonio, Texas 


Lilienthal, David Report the International Con- 
trol Atomic Energy. Prepared for the Secretary 
Committee Atomic Energy, board con- 
sutants: David Lilienthal, Chairman. Doubleday. 
May 29, 1946. 53p. $0.35. 


June 14th American newspapers featured atomic head- 
that day Bernard Baruch revealed the 
American program control atomic energy the United 
Nations Atomic 


This Commission was 


Commission. 


Lilienthal 


established last December the Moscow Conference 
Foreign Ministers the hope that some international 
policy could formulated which would eliminate atomic 
weapons and would utilize atomic energy for peaceful 
purposes. his address Baruch found impossible for 
want time enter into detailed explanation the 
American plan, but for clearer understanding his 
proposals explicitly recommended the present report. 


matter fact this document was expressly prepared 
for Baruch, who expert chain reactions. not 
necessary, therefore, know the secret the atomic 
bomb order appreciate the political repercussions 
the Hiroshima explosion. After reading this formula for 
international control atomic energy, Baruch was quick 
realize that all Americans should learn these facts. 
Accordingly urged immediate publication this re- 
port. 


Today Americans feel safe because the atomic bomb 
their secret. But won’t their secret for long because 
all scientists agree that few years—five the most— 
other nations will discover the process. Then shall 
safe longer. the meanwhile Americans should 
make every effort establish realistic international 
policy for the adequate control atomic energy. 


What shall the basis this Some authorities 
have proposed international policing atomic plants. 
But this report definitely demonstrates that such policing 
efforts have failed the past and will equally inade- 
quate for the future. Instead the report begins with the 
accepted fact that uranium and thorium are the indis- 
pensable sources atomic energy. All the natural de- 
posits these valuable elements must placed under 
Atomic Development Authority. This Atomic Develop- 
ment Authority real international institution, 
staffed outstanding experts from all countries. will 
subject the supervision the United Nations. 
veto prerogatives will allowed restrict its functions. 


the world atomic energy there are “safe” and 
“dangerous” activities. “Dangerous” activities, for ex- 
ample, include all atomic explosives, while “safe” activi- 
ties cover atomic heat and power plants using denatured 
plutonium. All “dangerous” activities should con- 
fined the Atomic Development Authority, while all 
“safe” activities can entrusted private and national 
institutions. this way there will ample opportunity 
for private research and development along those lines 
where atomic energy will prove beneficial, whereas 
the field atomic explosives will subject strict inter- 
national control. 

This report explains how the United States can protect 
itself until the Atomic Development Authority becomes 
functioning constitutional body. Naturally there will 
period transition during which the will pru- 
dently reveal from time time the different secrets 
atomic “know-how”. those who object that the pro- 
posed policy imperils our safety, the only answer that 
other nations will discover these processes over the course 
years anyhow. not wiser for America begin 
today lay the foundations for sincere international co- 
operation the Atomic Development Authority than 
increase international suspicion remaining coldly aloof 
for five years while the United Nations perishes its 
infancy? The authors this report confess that they 
began their researches pessimistic mood but after 
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their studies they were sustaine the hope that the 
Atomic Development Authority “may contain the seeds 
which will time grow into that co-operation between 
nations which may bring end all war”. 


The beauty this book that, unlike many others 
the same subject, does not presuppose course 
nuclear physics. The ideas are simply 
expressed that any intelligent citizen can undersand them. 
For this reason this report truly is, Secretary State 
Byrnes points out his Foreword, suitable starting 
point for informed public discussion which one the 
essential factors developing sound policy” 


Now America needs sound policy regarding the atomic 
bomb. This peculiarly our problem. field 
where alone can lead. fail adopt construc- 
tive policy, have ourselves alone blame. may 
criticize Russia for the chaos Europe, Britain for the 
unrest India, but for the universal uncertainty the 
atomic bomb alone are responsible. This responsi- 
bility weighs also upon you. Hence, not fail read 
this book from cover cover. will the best thirty- 
five cents that you will ever invest. 
Harry Koenig, 


Mundelein, Illinois 


Saroyan, William. The Adventures Wesley Jackson. 


Harcourt. June 1946. $2.75. 
Wesley Jackson Saroyan’s idea young American 


(one simply cannot use the word “average” describing 
Saroyan Characters) torn loose from his ordinary routine 
and hustled through the unnatural life any military 
service, this case, the Army. late teen-ager, whose 
life has been somewhat erratic, Wesley searching for 
pattern which build his life but finds only confusion 
and lack essential humanity the life forced 
lead. Taken from induction, through basic training, 
domestic service with specialized groups and finally 
foreign duty England Wesley describes not only the 
Army but his own life relation the Army. 


finds the whole idea war evil and repugnant; 
finds much that derogatory and little that good say 
about the Army. Primarily concerned with himself, Wes- 
ley finds the Army dehumanizing and brutalizing 
force where, the interests efficiency, the individual 
stripped his rights and forced into pattern. However, 
that efficiency exists merely paper since the caste sys- 
tem and favoritism permit any self-interested individual 
escape all the work and danger. Wesley, spending his 
commissioned write scenarios for training films, waxes 
bitter over the futilities and evils Army indoctrination 
methods, indicates that soldiers pay little attention 
indoctrination and that the men charge developing 
indoctrination policies simply not know what they are 
doing. Wesley himself does some the writing but to- 
gether with his friend, the writer, stalls along other 
assignments which dislikes until they are forgotten. 

for himself Wesley makes friends, learns how live 
under Army regulations and gradually develops 
life—that human beings are important in- 
dividuals, that their rights are important, that brotherly 
love and never force the touchstone for settling all dis- 
putes, that man’s prime duty progress the path 


osoph 


Saroyan Hughes Ratcliff 


Best SELLER 


toward full humanity and finally leave children why 
can progress farther along that path. the course 
service Wesley marries English girl and feels that 
has attained his goal life when certain that she 
bear him child. 


This book Saroyan’s, presumably inspired his Arm 
experiences, not just super-gripe military life writ 
ten disgruntled soldier. something more tha 
recognizes and points out the futility and inherent 
war and the methods and practices the 
organizations concerned with making war. pit 
that Saroyan’s characterizations are always slightly out 
focus, that stressing non-essential quirks 
warps and twists their humaneness. One feels that thi 
treatment always detracts from the effectiveness 
work. addition there always one evil aspect each 
character, such Wesley’s repeated sexual escapades 
various women, which serves vitiate the good aspect 
that character. There occasional profanity and th: 
repeated use obscene word. general the 
seems suitable only for mature adult readers who will 


able see the fundamental right Saroyan’s 
pattern. 

Hughes, Lora Time for Tears. Houghton. Jun 


1946. 305p. $3.00. 
This latest item the Life America series cast 
well-known pattern with slight change the prin 
cipal character; the autobiography country 
but many respects similar the life country 
Born the Kansas prairie during the 1870’s Lora Hughe 
decided early life that she wanted relieve human 
suffering nurse. But circumstances were against 
for many years and was not until she had learned prac 
tical nursing Kansas and California and 
epidemic Honoulu, where she herself was stricken, 
she finally won her R.N. Montana hospital training 
school. The rest her life was spent private 
usually under semi-pioneer conditions, mostly 
northwestern sector the country. The book, 
record her experiences and her family life. 
genuine, fairly wholesome and rather interesting. She 
was interested her work, determined, charitable 
helpful. The background her experiences 
esting picture several facets life the last developed 
sections our country. One two episodes, such 
nursing experience brothel, together with the genera 
tone the book are sufficient restrict its 
adult readers. 


Ratcliff, D., Editor. Science Year Book 1946. Double 
day. 1946. 245p. $2.50. 


This annual symposium popular articles the 
vances science convenient summary some the 
major developments growing out the war. Foremost 
the volume the attention given atomic 
Editor enthusiastic about the scientific implications 
this discovery and the way which scientists grouped 
express themselves its social implications that 
says, “The scientist ceased the vaguely funny pro 
fessor. became the wisest man earth—possibly the 
only wise man” (p. There are sorne who would 
question that assumption since science means has 
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shown working accord with Christian philosophy. 
Perhaps unwittingly has fashioned means greater 
estruction along with its life-saving advances. 


The usual arguments against this type symposium are 
valid. The rose-colored glasses are over the eyes 
most the contributors that they portray the benefits 
certain drugs surgical operations time-saving de- 
vices without evaluating sufficiently the evil results. For 
example, the oft-extolled merits DDT are balanced 
some demerits that beneficial insects are often destroyed 
with harmful ones. 


One chapter definitely objectionable. “Life Begins 
Test Tube” describes the experiments dealing with the 
fertilization human ova outside the boy. Moral the- 
ologians are unanimous judging this immoral 
practice. this same chapter occurs the statement (that 
statistics hardly seem verify), “Contraception almost 
always practiced plan families, not prevent them” 
(p. 125). 


you want brief, popular information about the atom, 
radar, developments wood technology, streptomycin, 
cancer research, and other scientific improvements, you 
might try this volume. identical with the type 
article you will find Reader’s Digest. With the excep- 
tion the chapter “Life Begins suitable for 
reading. 


Wilson, Edmund. Memoirs Hecate County. Double- 


day. 1946. 338p. $2.50. 


Six short stories the book critic the New Yorker are 
acclaimed (by the publishers) brilliant work fiction 
describing the adventures egotist among the be- 
deviled. This can rewritten state that the author 
has done sophisticated survey intellectual and moral 
degeneration among group artists, writers, advertising 
men, etc. Since “sophisticated” follows the natu- 
school and contains passages describing adulterous 
relations that are revolting and suggestive any found 
the works another naturalist, James Farrell. There 
little need describing detail any the plots the 
six stories which only the first has much value ap- 
peal. This definitely the type book that should bring 
some form control over books, not voluntary the 
publishers, then involuntary outside groups. 


* * 


Murphy, Edward Road from Olivet. Bruce. May 
1946. 294p. $2.50. 


This second novel from the author The Scarlet Lily 
written the same manner but relies even more heavily 
upon the imaginative and sugared style writing than 
first. The author’s basic assumption “that Christ’s 
lat command, ‘Going forth, teach all nations,’ must 
have been the first importance the Magdalene, Whose 
abounding love necessarily treasured and brooded over 
his every word; and the presumption that hers might 
have been the initial effort the corrupt center the 
empire (Rome) for the faith that began its wondrous 
flow with shining trickle the Road from 


Opening with the conversion Tullus, the Roman official 
presented The Lily, the story advances 


Wilson Murphy Stagge Ford 


through the trip ship Rome whither both Mary 
Magdalene and Tullus had been banished. Their words 
and charitable example converted the entire ships’s crew 
with the exception one incorrigible first mate. Follows 
the spread the doctrine through Rome, the relapse 
Tullus into paganism, the conversion senator, the 
reconversion Tullus, and finally the burning Rome 
under Nero. 


before, the background slightly developed and char- 
acter portrayal hardly convincing. Morally 
harmless and literarily mediocre. 


Crime Club---June Selection 
Stagge, Jonathan. Death’s Old Sweet Song. Doubleday. 


June, 1946. 239p. $2.00. 


Ernesta Bray, social arbiter the little New England town 
Skipton, was giving her customary Saturday night party 
and the customary guest list was filled. There were Dr. 
Westlake and his daughter, the Reverend Jessup and his 
organist, and the latter’s terrible twin nephews, hen-pecked 
George Raynor and his fortyish, affected wife, Phoebe 
Stone and her battle-shocked son, impecunious 
cially-eligible Renton Forbes, and Lorie Bray, fumbling, 
pale copy her managing, vivacious mother. Only the 
hostess was missing. And all through the tragic weekend 
when, one after the other, five her guests met violent 
deaths she continued missing. 

The only logical connection among the deaths was the 
curious way the victims filled into old English ballad 
that Lorie sang the Grow the 
Each successive murder was marked the song before 
actually occurred. The villagers were panicked and 
even Inspector Cobb and Dr. Westlake were 
took person who was not the party all, and indeed 
not party status, finally catch with the murderer. 


For readers whom action and plot are the thing, this 
will welcome. The ends tie neatly its conclusion; 
the right people marry each other; the characters the 
reader most interested escape death. There not 
much mortar between the chinks, however, and the cen- 
tral idea rather too ingenious. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * 


Honolulu 


Ford, Leslie. 
252p. $2.00. 
was once admirer Leslie Ford back the days 
when she still dealt the pleasant infelicities the 
domestic murder suburb and summer resort and did 
not find necessary take her attractive widow heroine 
Cook’s tour America. The same Baedeker mania 
had earlier beset her connection with the English stories 
she used write under the pseudonym David Frome, 
and Mr. Pinkerton and Inspector Bull had perforce 
quit the shabby precincts Golder’s Green for tripper’s 
jaunt Bath. But, somehow, this guide-book limitation 
seems more fettering the tales that feature Colonel 
Primrose; and ever since this skillful plotter first messed 
around with Duncan Fyfe, Wren steeples and Colonial 
Dames Williamsburg her ingenious series has been 
downward curve. 


June 1946. 


i 


That descending graph hit bottom with boring thud 
the last Colonel Primrose but one: the grisly inanities 
The Philadelphia Story. gratifying able re- 
port that the black line apparently moving uphill again, 
for Honolulu Story, while still exotic, good exotic. 
Mrs. Latham discovers herself mixed usual 
involved complot intrigue, both marital 
which finds its center American house high above 
Honolulu. The first corpse American sentry’s; the 
second that Roy Cather, black-sheep renegade the 
American household question, who has turned Quisling 
the service Japan; the third and last beautiful half- 
caste girl the secret whose identity the denouement 
turns. Mrs. Latham does not interfere the sleuthing 
quite much her normal habit, and Colonel Prim- 
rose finally pops the question, only turned down, but 
not, feel sure, for long. Perhaps this middle-aged paper 
chase will come sedate end the next volume. 


any rate, should, Mrs. Latham. getting too 
old for all this gadding about. back Georgetown 
and listen the red birds calling there the dusk in- 
stead “the liquid sliding note bird somewhere 
the pale green the kukui trees the ravine”. Put 
Hokinsonian smock, cultivate your garden, brew com- 
radely cup tea for husband Primrose, and settle down 
wait for one those cozy fireside murders you used 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, 

Buffalo, New York 
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